FARTHING WooD 
FRIENDS 


Based on the series shown on/BJBJC/tv. 


ISBN 1-85875-290-6 


NATURE FUN AND LEARN SERIES | | | ] | 
07 


(529 


781858 


9 


Squirrel says; 


Hello Friends, 

_ here's how to make sure 
~~ you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 
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We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 
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Mole started to dig into the earth. “The 


soil’s very nice, anyway,” he said, 
disappearing into a hole. 


“We can eat these cabbages,” said Mrs Rabbit 
happily. She was just about to take a bite 
when... 


“Stop!” shouted Fox. “I don’t like the smell of 
these things. It reminds me of something.” 


Owl flew back to the group. “Call everyone 
together Fox,” she said. The animals 
gathered round. “The farmer has put poison 
on the fields,” said Owl. “I knew I recognized 
the smell,” sighed Fox. 


“Looksss like you're the only thing t@eat 
round here,” hissed Adder, looking at the 
Voles. “Adder...” warned Fox. “Jussst joking,” 
she hissed, laughing as the Voles jumped 
back in fright. 


Owl flew on ahead. As she went round some 
farm buildings she caught sight of a couple of 
drums. The large cross on the side told her 
what they were. 


— 


“Where’s Mole?” asked Badger. Mole popped 
his head out of the ground. “You haven't 
eaten any worms have you?” asked Badger 
anxiously. “No, they’re all dead,” answered 
Mole sadly. 


As night fell, Fox, Vixen, Owl and Whistler 
ventured into a nearby town to forage for 
food. Ow] landed on a dustbin and the ]iq 


fell off. 


“Smells like fish to me,” said Whistler, 
picking one out of the bin. 


Meanwhile, Vixen was digging up some 
lettuces in a garden. Owl grabbed them in 
her claws and took them back to the waiting 
animals. 


“We must split up,” yelled Fox. He went one 
way, Vixen another. The dogs followed Fox, 
who raced over a railway line. Just as he 
crossed a train whizzed past. The dogs came 
to a halt in terror. 


Back in the field the animals were trying to 
forget their empty stomachs and get to sleep. 
A rumble woke Mr Vole. “Is that thunder?” he 
cried. “No, just someone’s tummy,” giggled 
Mole. 


ae 


Fox went to investigate some dustbins. The 
noise woke two huge guard dogs who 

started to bark. Fox and Vixen tried to creep 
away but the bin lid fell off behind them. The 
dogs began to give chase. 


“T wonder where Fox and Vixen are,” said 
Badger. Just then Whistler returned. “I’ve 


spotted Vixen” he called, “but there’s no sign of 


Fox anywhere.” “Oh dear,” replied Badger, “I 
do hope he finds his way back to us.” 


Next week: A poisonous spray. 


>. 


, 66Hi there! I'm Pipistrelle, the smallest and most common 


“be 


ery 


We cling on to walls using our strong, clawed 
feet. We use our hooked thumbs to help us 
climb up. We are so small and light that we 
can squeeze under gaps in the eaves of 
buildings to roost during the daytime. We only 
come out to feed after sunset. 


weasel $ Eas! 


The outstretched 
wings of the world's 
largest bat, the 
Bismarck Flying Fox, 
measure 165m ~~ 
that’s nearly 48 big 
gg a heron’. 
cs 


bat in Britain. Country people used to call us “Flying mice” 
but we are not related to mice at all. There's no other 


animal quite like us. For one thing, we're the only 
mammals that can really fly. You should see us — 
twisting and turning through the air like flying 
acrobats. Our wings are more flexible than a 
bird’s — they are made of a thin skin which 
stretches over our long fingers. Also, we 

can hunt in the dark, not by seeing our 

prey, but by hearing them. Our method is 

so accurate that we can catch lots of tiny 

midges and moths every night. 

There are two groups of bats in Britain, 

some with strangely shaped noses and 

others without. We all have furry bodies, 

small eyes and sharp teeth. Our ears are different 
shapes and sizes — mine are quite small.99 


BATTY STORIES: TRUE OR FALSE? 
Many people are frightened of bats because they 
have heard spooky stories about them. Here are 
some of the things people say about bats - see 
for yourself if they’re true or false. 


If there’s a bat in your bedroom it will fly 
round your head and get tangled in your hair. 
No it won’t - unless you’re wearing a hairnet 
which might trap its feet! Tests have shown that if 
a bat lands on someone’s hair it cannot cling on 
and will automatically slip off. It would be very 
rare for a bat to land on anyone - if a bat is 
trapped in a room it will probably flit around, 
trying to get out. So, help it by opening a window 
and stand still until it flies out. 


If you’re out walking on a warm summer's 
evening a bat might fly into your face. 

Bats have excellent senses and, using sound 
waves, they can pick out tiny insects even when 
it’s pitch dark. When they locate something as big 
as a person, they steer well clear because they 
certainly don’t want to bump into it. 


Bats are a nuisance and spread disease. If 
you have them in your roof get rid of them. 
Bats do NOT spread disease or damage anything. 
Their droppings can pile up under their entrance 
holes but they are easy to brush up and make a 
good garden fertilizer. As many British bats are 


rare it is illegal to remove bats without permission. 


“Contact your local office of English Nature if you 
want help. 


During the day we roost on tree branches or high 
up in buildings. We hang upside down, with our 
wings folded by our sides, gripping a rafter or 
branch with our feet. This is because our legs are 
not strong enough to support the full weight of our 
bodies. The females group together in large nursery 
roosts, usually in roofspaces, where they feed their 
babies with milk until they are old enough to fly. 

In winter we all hibernate in cool, moist roosts, 
such as a hollow tree or a cave, where our wings 
will not dry out. 


My body’s only 4cm long. Our babies are so tiny 
that they must be kept very warm. They huddle 
together in roofspace roosts which face the sun. 


All About... 
Hunting in the dark 


Bats aren’t blind (ever heard the expression ‘blind 
as a bat’?) but they don’t rely on their eyesight to 

' find their prey in the dark. They use echo location, 

| which means finding something by echoes. How do 
they do this? They make very high-pitched sounds 
- so high that humans cannot easily hear them. 
The sound waves hit any object in their path and 

\ echoes of the sound then bounce off it. The bat 

| picks up the echoes and can straightaway tell its 

H shape, how big it is and how far away it is. If it’s an 
insect the bat darts towards it and snaps it up. 

Bats use echo location to find their way around, 

too. Without it, they might bump into things. 


Bats need sharp teeth to crunch up insects. 
When they catch a large insect they usually 
carry it to a perch where they can chew it up, 
bit by bit. 


Pipistrelles fly quite high and rather jerkily. But 
they also flit down low over rivers and lakes to 
look for insects. They mainly snatch small 
insects, such as Caddis flies, midges and tiny 
moths with their mouths and eat them while 
they're in the air. They can also trap bigger 
insects with their wings. Next, they flick them 
down into a flap of extra skin that stretches like a 
pouch between their hind legs. They then pick up 
the insect in their mouth. 
Occasionally, bats themselves are caught by 
owls or, if their roosting place is easy to get at, 
Weasels. 


Bat sends out sound waves 


Echoes bounce off insect and bat picks them up 


When a bat emerges from its roost it often crawls 
down the wall or tree trunk before it takes off. If it 
shares its roost with other bats, they make 
high-pitched squeaks as they wait to tumble out of 
their entrance hole, one after the other. Some roosts 
hold as many as 1000 bats. 


How.can.you tell if 
there are’bats 
toosting in your 
house or in a building 
like’a church? Their 
droppings, whichare 
blackish brown,and 
crumbly, usually pile 
up on the ground 
belowitheirentrance 
holes: Also, you can 
sometimes hear 
Pipistrelles'squeaking 
atdusk, just'béfore 
they start their 
night-time. hunting. 


How To Draw | “ 


The making Di gtmestorveoarn =| | aitile sounn recordist] = 


For the next stage, the designer used Once the storyboard was finished, it 


- the script and the model sheet to draw | Was time to record'the sound: Actors 
Q i] m 2) g (0) up a ‘storyboard’. This looks like a and actresses were used for our voices. 
They made several recordings of each 


comic strip with the dialogue (what we 
gust scene so they could choose the best 


say), our actions and the camera € 
art tng (O10) instructions needed for each scene. one. The editor wrote down when each 


action and sound began and ended on a 
66Once the story had been Sy 7Twe LAYOUT ARTIST 


chart called a ‘dopesheet’. 
written and the characters drawn, Once the storyboard was complete, it 
| what was the next stage? Well, was handed over to the layout artist. He 
s/\ the story was divided up into then produced a series of drawings, 
* scenes, and each scene was called layouts, showing an overall view 
divided into frames. Did you know of each scene. These layouts help the 
/ you need to draw 24 frames to make | animator and background artist to do 
up just one second of film - that’s their jobs. 
504,000 frames an episode!99 


Vv THE STORYBOARD 


Production Episode 1 Note Sheet 1 


Make your own storyboard 

The first thing you need to do is Try adding sound effects by using The story must move fast, and 

think of a plot. It can be funny or words which suggest sounds such remember that something new 
dramatic, or both! Give your as Booooom! and Whoooooo! must happen in each picture to 


characters strong personalities, so keep your reader interested. 


you can tell what they are like just 
by looking at them. 
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66As long as there’s some cover around, an 
autumn pine wood is a fine place for me to live 
- it’s bursting with berries, seeds and fungi to 
eat. But | have to watch for Long-eared owls 
and Pine martens out looking for a vole snack. 
Most pine woods in Britain are man-made, but 
Northern Scotland is the place to find natural 
conifer woodlands of Scots pine. In the past 
wild boar and wolves roamed the pine woods. 
Red deer still wander about and Squirrels and 
Pine martens race through the treetops. 
Goldcrests and Crested tits search conifers 
for insects, while Crossbills feed on pine cones. 
The wood is alive with all kinds of insects like 
Wood ants and Wood wasps. And on the 
ground lies a carpet of pine needles where 
fungi grows alongside heather and rare plants 
like Wintergreens and Coralroot orchids.99 


Vole’s Challenge: Take a close look at the 
picture and you’ll see some busy Wood 
ants. How many.can you spot? 


\ 


Wg * On the pine wood floor, on the logs 
a, te +, 4 and in the needles, there are six Wood 
*» ‘ ants. The hardest one to spot is hiding 


under a mushroom. Did you see it? 


Cauliflower fungus can 
take you by surprise if you 
come across one in the 
wood. It looks just like a 
big cauliflower growing on 
the ground right at the 
bottom of a pine tree. 


The Long-eared owl has 
one ear set further back on 
its head than the other 
one. This helps it to work 
out exactly where a sound 
has come from. 


The Banded Pine weevil can be a 
serious pest to conifers. It uses its curved 
snout to chew bark and sapwood and this 
can cause a lot of damage. 


Crossbills have the strangest 
looking bill you can imagine - the 
top and bottom parts cross over 
each other. It might look funny but 
it’s just the right design for getting 
the seeds out of pine cones. 


The Scots pine is a large 
and handsome tree which 
lives 200 years or more. Its 
trunk has a reddish bark. 
Scots pine cones take about 
two years to grow fully, when 
they may be up to 7cm long. 


Red squirrels spend most of their 
time dashing about tree tops. They are 
easy to recognize by their chestnut 
coloured fur, bushy tail and ear tufts. 
They feed on pine cone seeds, buds, 
shoots and pollen. 


The Timberman’s feelers are 
very long. When the beetle is 
flying they stream out behind. At 
rest, the feelers reach out in front. 
The male’s feelers are four times 
the length of its body but the 
female’s are only twice as long. 


Slippery Jack is a kind of 
mushroom that grows in pine 
woods. Like other Boletus fungi 
it has a rounded cap and 
sponge-like underneath instead 
of gills. It gets its name though, 
from its slippery, slimy cap. 


The Pine 
marten is 
about the size 
of a large cat but 
* « looks much more 
like a Weasel. It lives in Scottish 
y, and Irish pine forests — high up in 
° the trees where it scampers about 
like a furry acrobat. It usually 
comes out at night to hunt birds, 
small mammals and insects or 
even to eat berries. 


Discovering Nature & .. 


© @ SPOT THE 
DIFFERENCE 
Do you know how to 
tell the difference 
between pine and fir 
trees? Well, fir trees 
have short needles 
and long, thin cones. 
Pine trees have long 


CRAFTY 
CONES (/ 


Pine and fir trees belong to a group of plants 
called conifers. Conifers produce cones, 


which carry seeds. When the cones are ripe Ye Sue 


they open up so the wind can disperse the 2 needles and round a 
seeds. Some of the ripe cones fall to the ground. cones. 7 
Collect a handful when you go on a woodland walk. Pine 


cones 


MAKE A HEDGENOG 


You will need: large fir cone, 2 peanuts, 5 twigs, pine needles 


or cocktail sticks), strong glue. 
( ) 99) Q Glue the two peanuts on for eyes. 


Dip the end of each pine needle (or 
cocktail stick) in glue and stick them 
between the scales on the cone. 


q Glue four twigs under the fir cone 
to look like feet. Glue the other twig 
on the cone to make a nose. 


Try making some other 
animals out of pine cones 


Say 
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1g Easel 
Weasel’s E28? 
Only three types 
of conifer are 
native to Great 
Britain: the 
Scots pine, 
Yew an 
Juniper. — 


a 


WEATHER FORECAST 

Pine cones are good weather 
forecasters. When dry weather is 
coming the cones open.up. When 
wet weather is on its way the 
cones close up. Put aconeina 
dry, warm place, such as an airing 
cupboard, and another ina damp 
place - on the edge of the bath, for 
example. Leave them there for a 
few days and see what happens. 


Even if you don’t have a compass 


there are ways of finding which way 


is north. Here are a few clues: 


Spiders usually weave their webs 
on the south side of bushes 
because it is warmer on that side. 


The bark on the north side of a tree is 


usually darker and wetter than the 
bark on the south side. 


Look at the stump of a felled tree 
- you will see that the rings are 


thicker on one side. This is because 
less sunlight has fallen on this side 


of the tree. This side points north! 


LAVING A TRAIL 


Following a trail set by somebody 
is great fun. Get a group of friends 
together and divide yourselves 
into two groups. One group are the 
trailmakers, and the other the 
trackers. The trailmakers have a 
twenty minute head start to lay the 
trail and then the other group 
follows. 

There are lots of different 
materials you can use for a trail — 
pine cones, twigs or stones. Try 
using one of the trails shown, then 
have a go at making up your own. 
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THE WOODLAND CODE 


Don’t pick or damage plants. 


Keep to the paths: remember 
even grass is a crop. 


Britain has lost almost half its ancient woodlands 
over the last 50 years. So we need to take good care 
of the woods we have left. Here are a few things to 
remember whenever you visit the countryside. 


start from here 


= 0° 0 ., Se 
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So @ 


Don’t eat anything: 
some berries and 
leaves are poisonous. 


go straight ahead 


ETE 


you've gone the wrong way 


Take litter home: things 
like plastic and glass are 
dangerous to wildlife. 


Fasten all gates behind you so that 
cattle and sheep don’t wander on to 


| 


Squirrel says 
Always tell an adult \. 
where you're going [> 
and take a friend or 
two with you. 


we've gone home 


2 be 
oo 


we’ve been eaten by crocodiles! 


o 
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many acres of woodland burn 
because of carelessly dropped 
matches and cigarettes. 


STICK COMPASS 


A compass helps explorers to find 
north, south, east and west. Here 
is a simple compass to make ona 
sunny day. 


q At about 9am push a long, straight 
stick into the ground. Now place a 
stone at the end of the stick’s 
shadow. As the day goes on the 
shadow will move. Keep putting 
stones at the end of the shadow 
every hour. You can stop putting the 
stones down at about 2pm. 


Q Look for the stone which is closest 
to the stick — this will have been placed 
there at midday. A line drawn from the 
Stick to this stone will point north! Now 
draw in the other three points of the 
compass. The saying ‘Never Eat 
Soggy Waffles’ will help you to 
remember the order. 

(If you live south of the equator the 
stone nearest the stick will point south.) 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


HUNTERS 


Hunters have to catch their dinner 


before they can eat it. So, many animals _ 


on land, in the air and under water have 
developed different ways of catching 
their prey. Some hunt on their own while 
others join together and hunt in a group. 
Even some plants, like the Venus fly 
trap, have special hunting methods. 


A DOGGED PURSUIT 

When they’re hungry African hunting dogs set 
off in a pack to hunt gazelle, impala and 
wildebeest. They pick out a young or weak 
animal and chase it. They are fast runners and 
can keep running until the animal tires out. Then 
the whole pack shares in the feast. Back at the 
den they bring-up food for the pups to eat. 


& TREADING CAREFULLY 
Secretary birds depend on their 
lanky legs to catch their dinner - 
snakes! Running after them is the 
easy bit. When they’ve caught up 
with one they have to kill it by 
stamping and kicking it, making 
sure they don’t get bitten of course. 


> FISHING CAT 
You don’t normally 
expect to see a cat in 
the water but these 
Indian fishing cats 
spend a lot of time 
getting wet. They 
have to, or else they 
would never catch 
enough fish to eat. 


: How does a 
stoat track 
down its prey? 


“juoos Ag: 


| know where 
you are! 


‘v BEACH PARTY 
Killer whales are ferocious predators 
of the sea. Often they drive fish 
towards the shore to trap them or they 
hunt seals by surrounding them. These 
Killer whales are launching attacks on 
Sea lions in South America. They rush 
on to the beach, grab one, then flap 
about to get back into the water. 


> BEAR’S PICNIC 
In summer, when the 
Sockeye salmon are 
running up the rivers 
of Alaska and Canada, 
you might be lucky 
enough to spot a 
Brown bear doing 
some serious fishing 
with paws and jaws. 
Brown bears mostly 
eat plants and berries, 
but change to a fish 
diet when there are 
salmon around. 


RADAR RAIDER 

Bats are pretty crafty insect 
catchers. They can home in on a 
flying beetle or moth with no 
problem. Echo location tells 
them exactly where their prey is. 


> LION’S SHARE 

A lioness breaks cover and runs 
after a Springbok. Lions are not as 
fast as Cheetahs so they must get as 
close as they can to the prey before 
attacking. Male lions don't usually 
join in the hunt but turn up after the 
kill looking for an easy meal. 


FROG GOBBLER 

Meat-eating plants also have ways of catching 
small animals to eat. This Venus fly trap has 
caught a small frog in its leaves and is about to 
start eating. It will take quite a few hours before 
its special juices can digest the froglet, though. 


> TRAPDOOR SPIDERS i \A 
Some spiders don’t make a \ f 
web to catch their prey. 
Instead they lie in a tunnel 
underground, hiding behind a 
hinged lid made out of silk 
and soil. When an insect 
walks past the door the 
spider jumps out to 
grab it. 


Puzzle it ouf B= 


= ry r SPOT THE SPORT ‘i 
P Can you name the 5 different 
sees sports being played here? 


It was a Sunday afternoon and many of the”. ya a = x 
animals of Farthing Wood were out in the TENNIS GAMES 

sunshine playing different games. The Rabbits Four Rabbits are playing tennis. If each 
were hitting a ball to each other over a small Rabbit wants to play a game with each of 
bush. But they were not very good at hitting the other three Rabbits, how many games 


balls and had lost five of them already. will they have to play? ‘ 


One of the Rabbits hit the ball into the pond, 
disturbing Toad. 
¥ “Watch out, mateys!” he called out. “That’s 


leaned over to reach out for the ball and 
plop! fell in. 
“Don’t panic!” yelled the other Rabbits, 
(, diving in after him and swimming round in 
“circles, in a great panic themegives. 


\ enough!” 
‘ Ps A Rabbit came to the edge of the pond, 


LOST BALLS / 

Can you find 5 tennis balls — my 

hidden in the picture? (| i, W y | 
/ / / 


Puzzle it ouf BE= 


The Squirrels playing nearby rushed to the 
rescue. Soon the Rabbits were out of the 


pond and on their way home. 
“Funny bunnies!” said the Squirrels, 
returning to their game. 


BUNNY RHYMES 

Can you think of 4 words, apart 
from ‘funny’, to rhyme with bunny. 
(The picture might help.) Then see 
if you can fill in the spaces to . 
complete the joke. 

“What's the difference between 
an elbow and a Rabbit’s 
telephone? 

One’s a —— bone and the 


CLUES 

Across 

3 Skating takes place 
on an —- rink. 

4 This indoor game is 
played on a table. 

7 This sport made 
Wimbledon famous. 
8 A game played on a 
large green with a 
small ball. 


SPORTS CROSSWORD 
Fill in the crossword using the clues. 


Down 

1 Use a bat in this 
slow summer game. 

2 A team game with a 
goal and 11 players. 


4 A water sport. 

5 A bat-and-ball game 
where players run 
from post to post. 

6 Frank Bruno was a 
champion in this 


other’s a —— phone.” 
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FRENCH CRICKET 


You'll need at least three players for this One person bats, another person bowls 
game and a bat and ball. Use a tennis racket and the rest are fielders. The aim of the 
or a small cricket bat. The ball should be soft game is to get the batsman out. 

and not too bouncy! 


has t 
@ The batsman 
hit the ball, but he ere r 
move his feet while be : : 
he does, he’s out an Ses 
powler becomes the 
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